
DuraPlate Vans

The best value,
longest-lasting trailers
on the market.
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Our Innovation Moves The World.SM
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DuraPlate Vans

Through Innovation

At Wabash National, we have a reputa-
tion among carriers for innovation and 
continuous improvement in the design 
and manufacture of high-quality, long-
lasting, trailers. Our DuraPlate Dry Van 
trailer is a prime example. The DuraPlate 
trailerõs revolutionary composite design 
maximizes capacity, performance, and 
durability, while lowering operating 
costs and extending the life of your 
trailer.
DuraPlate trailers are designed and man-
ufactured to the highest standards, with 
standard components that are typically 
extra-cost options on other trailers. For 
these reasons, many carriers consider 
DuraPlate to be the best value trailer in 
the business, no matter what the size of 
your fleet. 

Through Market-Proven Technology

Since the introduction of the DuraPlate 
Dry Van in 1995, growing numbers of 
fleet managers and independent opera-
tors have experienced the technological 
advantages and unmatched value
DuraPlate trailers provide. The first 
DuraPlate prototype trailer was released 
in 1987, and it is still in active use today. 
Since then, we have put more than 
150,000 DuraPlate Dry Vans on the 
road. Fleets of all sizes have switched to 
DuraPlate trailers because they provide 
proven performance and a solid return 
on investment, particularly when com-
pared to traditional and modified sheet-
and-post trailers. 

Through Lower Operating Costs

Whether youõre running a single tractor 
or managing a fleet, your objective is to 
stay on the road and grow your busi-
ness. Our DuraPlate trailers are designed 
with higher-quality standard compo-
nents, to minimize downtime and ensure 
longer life. DuraPlate trailers are manu-
factured with superior materials to resist 
damage, maintain appearance, and max-
imize resale value. In fact, the DuraPlate 
trailer is designed to provide the lowest 
total cost of ownership of any trailer on 
the market today. Ask a representative 
at your nearest Wabash National Trailer 
Center or authorized dealership to as-
sist in evaluating your overall operating 
costs. We can help analyze your current 
costs and show you how much you can 
save with a DuraPlate trailer. 

DuraPlate saves you money
                       with every mile.
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Statistics based on DuraPlate sales compared to ACT industry build volumes.



DuraPlate Vans

DuraPlate provides
                   exceptional durability

Damage-Resistant Material

DuraPlate sidewalls and doors consist 
of a polyethylene plastic core com-
pressed between two sheets of pre-
painted, high-strength galvanized steel. 
The result is a lightweight, incredibly 
strong panel that significantly lowers 
maintenance costs and extends the life 
of your trailer.

Å 80,000 psi yield, full-hard steel
skins resist punctures, scrapes,
and buckling.

Å Polyethylene core protects against 
corrosion and permanent
deformation.

Å Proprietary composite material
provides a triple barrier against
damage and moisture,
to protect cargo.

Innovative Sidewall Panel Design

The DuraPlate sidewall panel design 
features a patented shiplap seam or op-
tional patented, A-slot integral logistics 
seam. The shiplap seam eliminates inter-
nal and external posts while maintaining 
exceptional strength and durability. The 
logistics seams are rated at 1,800 lbs. 
working load (support A and E load 
bars) and provide reliable load fastening 
and exceptional strength.

Å Sidewall material absorbs impact to 
resist scrapes, tears, punctures, and 
permanent deformation.

Å Post-less design provides superior
exterior surface for customer graphics.

Å Composite interior eliminates the 
need to maintain and replace plywood 
liners that can damage cargo.

Å Post-less design maximizes interior 
width at 101 1/2 ".

Å White interior provides a bright,
work-friendly environment.

Superior DuraPlate Doors

The DuraPlate door features the same 
composite material as the sidewalls, 
which eliminates plywood and steel 
deterioration commonly associated with 
conventional door designs.

Å DuraPlate door material is impervious 
to moisture absorption, eliminating 
core deterioration and extending the 
life of fasteners and hardware.

Å Swing doors utilize a dual-durometer, 
perimeter gasket system allowing for 
simple repairs.

Å Overhead doors are manufactured 
with premium hardware providing 
longer life and superior aesthetics.

Polyester baked-on finish coat

Rust-inhibiting baked-on a primer 

80,000 yield fall-hard steel provides 
exceptional resistance to scrapes, 
punctures, and buckling 

Zinc coating:
G-90 hot-dip galvanized 

Special proprietary primer provides 
maximum adhesion to core 

Foamed plastic core

Steel Outer Skin

Foamed Plastic
Core Material

Steel Inner Skin

Standard Shiplap Sidewall

Optional Logistics Sidewall

Offset prevents snagging
of interior liner

Interior skin

Raised embossing
eliminates rivet snag

Type 318 DuraPlate panel

Steel inner and outer skins

Exterior skin



through better design.
Top rail

80,000 lb. yield
galvanized anti-snag 
roof bow

I-beam crossmember

1/4ó top rail rivet

One-piece .040ó 
aluminum roof

3/16ó roof rivet

Scuff plate
Standard 
laminated 
hardwood 
flooring

Steel inner skin

Plastic core material

Steel 
outer skin

1/4ó rivets in 
side sheets

Extruded 
aluminum 
base rail

3/8ó TorxÈ
Grade #5
button-head 
bolts

Patented extruded aluminum base rail outside 
floor seal house wiring and air lines.

Optional 1 1/4ó extruded
aluminum floor

5/16ó floor screw

Low-Profile Top Rail

The unique top rail design features a 
low-profile channel to provide maxi-mum 
interior height for greater capacity and 
flexibility in load types.

Å Low-profile design provides maximum 
interior height at 110 " at front and 111 "
at rear.

Å Recessed front marker lights prevent 
damage from overhead obstacles,
reducing downtime and related
maintenance costs.

Heavy Duty Base Rail

The DuraPlate base rail design provides 
5" of inside protection and is recessed 
to capture the lower edge of the tall 
steel scuff, providing 11" of overall lower 
sidewall protection.

Å Base rail features corrugated 
18 ga/80,000 psi steel scuff to
accommodate recessed fasteners, 
reducing shearing of fasteners and 
snagging of freight.

Å Base rail scuff liner is supported by 
DuraPlate panels fastened every 8",
for additional damage resistance.

Exceptional Floor System

Å Full 1 3/8 "-thick, laminated oak ensures 
longer floor life.

Å Patented aluminum extruded floor 
seals provide routing space for air 
lines and electrical on both sides
of the trailer.

Å Bolted crossmember attachment
provides superior structural connec-
tion of floor system to sidewall.



DuraPlate Vans

Improved uptime through
            higher standard specs.

 Specifications DuraPlate Standards Typical Sheet-and-Post Standards

 Inside Width (At Lining) 101 1/2 " 100 1/4 "

 Inside Height Front 110" 110"

 Inside Height Rear 111"  110" 

 Outboard Vertical Bumper Uprights Standard Option at added cost

 Side Rail Connection to Cross Members 5/16 " Steel Bolts 5/16 " Aluminum Rivets

 Floor Material Full 1 3/8 " Oak Option at added cost

80,000 psi yield, full hard steel skins 

Post-less, seamless sidewall design

Low-profile channel in top rail

Air ride suspension
Q-Plus brakes 

P-spindle wheel ends




